Interface fluid associated with diffuse lamellar keratitis and epithelial ingrowth after laser in situ keratomileusis.
We report a case in which diffuse interface keratitis began 1 week after bilateral uneventful laser in situ keratomileusis (LASIK). A layer of fluid in the interface with epithelial ingrowth was noted in the left eye 20 days postoperatively. The same complication occurred in the right eye 5 months after LASIK. Dry-eye syndrome and steroid-induced intraocular pressure elevation occurred in this patient with pre-existing ocular hypertension. A long course of interface inflammation was resistant to topical steroids. Surgical removal of the epithelial ingrowth and drainage of the fluid, combined with medical treatment, resulted in resolution of the inflammation. The cytopathologic examination of the fluid showed epithelial cells without signs of inflammation. The clinical features of this case represent a new complication of LASIK.